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       September 4-6, 2014 

September 4 

IITs Apex Body gets Two New Female Scientists 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/iits-apex-body-gets-two-new-female-scientists-1409745920-1 

HRD Ministry Smriti Irani nominated two women scientists to the IIT council. Tessy Thomas and 

Vijayalakshmi Ravindranath will be taking an active part in the apex body of 16 IITs. This is for the first time 

that IITs have women scientist under its club. Earlier for ages, the council has been a den of male directors and 

scientist. 

The two scientists appointed by the Ministry are qualified enough to act as role models. Thomas is in charge of 

Agni-4 missile project of Defence Research Development Organization and also was the first women to head 

India’s missile programme. Ravindranath has been associated in the formation of National Brain Research 

Centre. She has even lent her hands on research for neurogenerative disorders that can be effective to develop 

disease modifying therapies. 
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HRD ministry to establish National academic depository  

Wednesday, 3 September 2014 - 6:35am IST | Place: New Delhi | Agency: DNA  

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-hrd-ministry-to-establish-national-academic-depository-2015820  

The ministry of human resource Development (MHRD) will establish a national academic depository (NAD) 

and a law will be enacted to ensure that educational institutions post their academic awards, degrees and 

certificates in this central database. 

"It will benefit educational institutions, students and employers. They will have online access to academic 

awards, eliminating the need for persons to approach educational institutions for obtaining transcripts of awards 

or mark statements for verification," HRD minister Smriti Irani said on Monday, who its must be recalled has 

twice landed in controversies over her educational qualifications or the lack thereof. 

On Monday, Irani also clarified that prime minister's Narendra Modi's "Guru Utsav" day address to students 

will not be mandatory for students. 

The MHRD had the previous week renamed Teacher's Day as Guru Utsav. This lead to allegations that there 

was a move to impose Hindi/Sanskrit on the country. Countering this, Irani said Education was in the 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-hrd-ministry-to-establish-national-academic-depository-2015820
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concurrent list. "It is up to the state's to decide to participate (in the PM's Teacher's Day address) or not. 

Children are not vote-banks," she said. 

In the first 100 days of the Modi government, Smriti and MHRD have been fighting on several fronts. The 

decision to scrap the Four Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUP) kept admissions in Delhi University in a 

flux. Aspiring students took to the streets. Giving Hindi a superior status in official communications lead to 

protests. Dina Nath Batra's statements on rewriting curriculum caused alarm. 

Irani refused to clear the air on any of these controversies, only saying that it was not right to attribute 

everything to her. But when Batra went to town saying that Smriti was on board, Irani did not refute him. 

Smriti emphasised time and again that the Modi government was working on a new education policy which will 

take in the views of all stakeholders. But the MHRD went about eroding the autonomy of IITs and IIMs, pitting 

them against the UGC, her instrument of change. 

That said, Irani and MHRD have several innovative initiatives up their sleeves... 

Know Your College Portal: A one-stop portal containing information on all Colleges 

Swayam Programme: Free of cost online Courses for citizens. IIT, IIM and centrally-funded universities' 

professors will teach. Programme to launched on September 25, Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya's birth 

anniversary 

National e-Library Platform: Online portal that will host top class content from NCERT, CBSE, IITs, IIMs 

and central universities including research papers and thesis' 

UNITE (University Network Initiative to Enhance Education): 20 classrooms in 21,000 colleges (a total of 

4.20 lakh classrooms) will be made Wi-Fi enabled to enhance education network utilization, empower students 

Shala Darpan: Parents of students of government and government-aided schools will get updates on their 

children's progress through a mobile application 

Shala Utsav: States asked to identify oldest school and celebrate its foundation day 

Swachch Vidyalaya: PM has made commitment to construct a toilet in every school before August 15, 2015 

IITs improve soft skills of students 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iits-in-a-bid-to-improve-the-soft-skills-of-their-

students/1/380638.html 

If they are from Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT), they are brilliant, good engineers and quick problem 

solvers, but what if they are not good communicators. Their  failure to convey these attributes can land them to 

rejection. To solve such employability issues, the IITs have come up with crash courses. This will help them 

hone their body language, communication and writing skills.  

With so much competition in the market, a faculty base and curriculum unable to keep pace with changing 

times, some students face problems with their soft skills. 

Fixing this issue with an outside help  would make these premier engineering students stand out best at their 

workplace.  

http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/colleges
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/courses
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/cbse
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iits-in-a-bid-to-improve-the-soft-skills-of-their-students/1/380638.html
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IIT Hyderabad, which is in the middle of a pilot to assess speaking, reading and writing skills of its 1,500 

engineering students, is rated as one of the best among the newer IITs in research. It has tied up with IT skilling 

firm Talents Sprint to conduct computerised tests evaluating the students in their BTech, MTech and PhD.  

They will then undergo a 36-hour remedial coaching programme on body language, effective professional 

communication, listening and paraphrasing and articulating thoughts, which is mandatory for all first-year 

students from the next year. 

IIT Kanpur, on the other hand, tied up with the British Council this year to conduct English tests focused on 

conversation skills and written and spoken fluency. It will also get other organisations to help students with 

aptitude and technical tests. The institute is in the process of setting up a Career Development Center (CDC) 

this year for helping students make informed decisions on job opportunities. 

Moreover, IIT Guwahati too is in talks with business schools and coding platform providers for mock tests. 

Venturesity,  a set up by IIT Kharagpur alumnus, will conduct a year-long workshop for online and on-campus 

courses on Python (a coding language), analytics with programming, and Android app development.  

With more hands on training, capable students sitting for interviews will have brighter chances with improved 

body language and communication skills. 
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Alumni Gives Rs 1.5 cr Boost to IIT-M's Satellite Project  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Alumni-Gives-Rs-1.5-cr-Boost-to-IIT-Ms-Satellite-

Project/2014/09/04/article2413785.ece 

CHENNAI: The IIT Madras’ pet satellite project got a Rs 150 lakh boost, thanks to one of its alumni. The Rs 3 

crore nano-satellite to carry out research on high energy radiation belts in the upper atmosphere, is to be 

completed by the end of 2015 and launched by ISRO. 

The little one foot cube satellite that is being developed by a team of around 50 students of IIT-M was provided 

the Rs 1.50 crore funding by a company of one of its alumni, Indo-US MIM Tec. Pvt. Ltd, as a part of its 

Corporate Social Responsibility programme. 

The satellite will study what is called the Van Allen Belts. These belts consisting of high energy particles found 

in the upper ionosphere could damage electronic substances due to their radiation. As such they are one of the 

hazards of space missions. 

The students of IIT chose to take up this mission as it is a very challenging area. As of now NASA has an 

ongoing research to study the belt. While NASA’s programme is focused on passing its system through the belt, 

we do it with the satellite navigating below the belt,” said R David Koilpillai, professor of Electrical 

Engineering at IIT-M, who is involved with the project. 

The project which has been going on for the past five years has generated much interest. “Some of our students 

who are involved with the project have completed their course and landed jobs. 

But they still come during the weekends and make time whenever they can to work with it. There is a lot of 

excitement about the project,” said the professor. 

The satellite to be launched by ISRO would have a mission life of one year. During this period, the data 

collected by IITMSAT would be transmitted to the ground station, set up in IIT-M campus, during every pass of 

the satellite. 

The Low Earth Orbit (LEO) Satellite project has completed a detailed review by ISRO. IITMSAT would be 

completely fabricated and tested by the students. Since the testing requires the presence of high energy particles, 

this would be done at Atomic Power Station at Kalpakkam or at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, 

Mumbai. 
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NIT teachers accuse director of favouring son-in-law 

TNN | Sep 5, 2014, 04.34AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Chandigarh/NIT-teachers-accuse-director-of-favouring-son-in-

law/articleshow/41740440.cms 

KURUKSHETRA: Using information obtained under the RTI Act, teachers of National Institute of Technology 

(NIT), Kurukshetra have accused its director of appointing his son-in-law, in violation of eligibility norms. 

 

Releasing a whitepaper in this regard on Thursday, they alleged that NIT director Prof Anand Mohan had 

appointed his son-in-law as an assistant professor, though he did not fulfill the minimum qualification. 

 

They also sent the whitepaper to Union HRD minister, claiming that they had sufficient evidence to prove their 

allegation. 

When contacted, NIT public relations officer P J Philip said they had not received the copy of whitepaper and 

that it would be passed on to the director, who was in Delhi. 

Indian Institute of Technology (IITs) and Indian Institute of 

Science (IISc), Bangalore join hands to deliver MOOCs 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/indian-institute-of-technology-iits-and-indian-institute-of-science-

iisc-bangalore-join-hands-to-deliver-moocs/1/381101.html 

As part of a project called National Program on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL), The Indian Institutes 

of Technology (IITs) and  the Indian Institute of Science Bangalore (IISc Bangalore) have joined hands to 

deliver Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs). The project which is funded by the Ministry of Human 

Resource Development (MHRD is a joint initiative of the seven IITs in Chennai, Delhi, Guwahati, 

Kanpur,Kharagpur, Mumbai and Roorkee with IISc Bangalore.  

NPTEL is a project originated from many deliberations between IITs, Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) 

and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) during the years 1999-2003. A proposal was jointly put forward by five 

IITs Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur, Kharagpur and Madras) and IISc for creating contents for 100 courses as web 

based supplements and 100 complete video courses, for fourty hours of duration per course. The basic objective 

of science and engineering education in India is to devise and guide reforms that will transform India into a 

strong and vibrant knowledge economy. In this context, the focus areas for NPTEL project have been - Higher 

education, Professional education, Distance education and continuous and open learning, roughly in that order 

of preference. 

NPTEL recently launched the NPTEL Online Certification (NOC), which is backed by Google and National 

Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM). The portal offers two new courses at present 

namely, ''Introduction to Programming in C'', which is being conducted by IIT Kanpur officials & aims to teach 

the students basic programming in C with a focus on problem-solving and ''Basic Electrical Circuits'', which is 

being conducted by IIT Madras officials & focuses on analysis of electrical circuits and is meant for second 

year students of Electrical/Electronics/Instrumentation Engineering. 

The courses are being offered free of cost. The respective IITs will provide an optional certificate for them for a 

fee. The certification will be on the basis of the scores acquired in online assignments and a proctored 

examination. 
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