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http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/iits-apex-body-gets-two-new-female-scientists-1409745920-1

HRD Ministry Smriti Irani nominated two women scientists to the IIT council. Tessy Thomas and o
Vijayalakshmi Ravindranath will be taking an active part in the apex body of 16 I1Ts. This is for thg first time
that 11Ts have women scientist under its club. Earlier for ages, the council has been a den of male directors and

scientist.

The two scientists appointed by the Ministry are qualified enough to act as role models. Thomas is in charge of
Agni-4 missile project of Defence Research Development Organization and also was the first women to head
India’s missile programme. Ravindranath has been associated in the formation of National Brain Research
Centre. She has even lent her hands on research for neurogenerative disorders that can be effective to develop
disease modifying therapies.
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Most students in II'Ts from Jaipur, Delhi at No. 2

Six cities, including Patna, Mumbai, account CRACKING THE ENTRANCE: HOW THE CITIES FARE

While 19.27 per cent registered from

N o towns, 14.22 per cent qualified and

for 40 per cent of successful candidates Lghmaenintiy . 2014 2013 0777 petosat ok villages qualified s

who. ualif‘i,eiit';EEems Ma'P‘f’ 2,780 Jalpu.r 2,188 against 13.06 per cent registrations.

MIHIKA BASU From Jaipur, which occupies the (Ad q 42014 B Delhi 2,349  |Delhi 1,900 “The statistics of place of school-

MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 3 top position, 2,780 students qualified Nance CHyderabad 2,337  Hyderabad 1,702 ing has remained same as in 2013

asagainst 10,116 registrations. Simi- DVijayawada 1,448 |Vijayawada 1,088 with cities contributing 76 per cent

SIX cities account for more than 40  larly, 2,349 qualified from Delhi as E Patna 1,107 Patna 710 of the qualified candidates and vil-

{)her Fqnt of students whp qgalified in agair.ls_t 9,385 registrations, 2,337 -A' ﬁ R F Mumbai 861  |Mumbai 631 lages amere 9:77 per ‘.:ent. When' one

¢ joint entrance examination (JEE-  qualified from Hyderabad out of . g GPune TR0 TG 608 looks at the distribution of qualified

Advanced) of the Indian Institutes 8,170 registrations, 1,448 qualified i ! o . candidates across the zones, Bom-

of Technology (IIT) this year, with  from Vijayawada out of 5,275 regis- !.5 ¢ Y HVisakhapatnam?15 | Visakhapatnam 504 bay and Madras together constitute

Jaipur right at the top of the list, ac-  trations and 1,107 qualified from o lndore 665  Kolkata 482 45 per cent of the total,” says the re-
cording to a detailed analysis by the ~ Patna as against 6,425 registrations. J Kolkata 646 Pune 442 port.

jointimplementation committee,re- Mumbai, which occupies the sixth K Lucknow 631 Bhopal 441 While no candidate qualified

leased by IIT Kharagpur, the organis- ~ position, has 861 students qualifying from Gangtok against 20 registra-

ing IITin 2014, asagainst 3,257 registrations. cent of the qualified candidates. 38.93 per cent of studentswho quali-  tions, one each qualified from Itana-

The other five cities with most
number of successful candidates are
Delhi, Hyderabad, Vijayawada,
Patnaand Mumbai. The sixcities ac-
count for 10,882 or 40.07 per cent of
the candidates who qualified this
year. While 1,26,995 candidates reg-
istered thisyear, 1,19,581 appearedin
both papers and 27,152 candidates
qualified JEE (Advanced) 2014,

JEE (Advanced) 2014 was con-
ducted under seven zonal ITTs, in 98
cities and one centre in Dubai.

In fact, more than half the can-
didates who qualified this year were
from just 11 cities. The remaining
cities include Pune (730), Visakhap-
atnam (715), Indore (665), Kolkata
(646) and Lucknow (631). The 11
cities account for 14,269 or 52.55 per

According to academicians,
good coaching facilities available to
students in these cities contributed
to theirsuccess.

An analysis of JEE (Advanced)
2013 reveals a similar trend. Lastyear
too, the top six cities which had the
largest chunk qualifying were Jaipur,
Delhi, Hyderabad, Vijayawada,
Patna and Mumbai, accounting for

fied in 2013. Another similarity is that
lastyear too, 11 cities had accounted
for 50.66 per cent of the qualified stu-
dents — or 10,696 students out of a
total of 21,110 who qualified JEE
(Advanced) 2013.

The 2014 IIT report further
shows that overall city candidates did
better — as against 67.67 per cent
registration, 76 per cent qualified.

gar (177 registered) and Port Blair
(24 registered).

The datareveals that among the
states, which have the maximum can-
didates qualifying, Andhra Pradesh
(18.32 per cent), Rajasthan (15.81
per cent), Uttar Pradesh (12.21 per
cent), Maharashtra (8.52 per cent)
and Delhi (NCT) (6.61 per cent) oc-
cupy the top five positions.
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HRD ministry to establish National academic depository

Wednesday, 3 September 2014 - 6:35am IST | Place: New Delhi | Agency: DNA

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-hrd-ministry-to-establish-national-academic-depository-2015820

The ministry of human resource Development (MHRD) will establish a national academic depository (NAD)
and a law will be enacted to ensure that educational institutions post their academic awards, degrees and

certificates in this central database.

"It will benefit educational institutions, students and employers. They will have online access to academic
awards, eliminating the need for persons to approach educational institutions for obtaining transcripts of awards
or mark statements for verification,” HRD minister Smriti Irani said on Monday, who its must be recalled has
twice landed in controversies over her educational qualifications or the lack thereof.

On Monday, Irani also clarified that prime minister's Narendra Modi's "Guru Utsav" day address to students

will not be mandatory for students.

The MHRD had the previous week renamed Teacher's Day as Guru Utsav. This lead to allegations that there
was a move to impose Hindi/Sanskrit on the country. Countering this, Irani said Education was in the
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concurrent list. "It is up to the state's to decide to participate (in the PM's Teacher's Day address) or not.
Children are not vote-banks," she said.

In the first 100 days of the Modi government, Smriti and MHRD have been fighting on several fronts. The
decision to scrap the Four Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUP) kept admissions in Delhi University in a
flux. Aspiring students took to the streets. Giving Hindi a superior status in official communications lead to
protests. Dina Nath Batra's statements on rewriting curriculum caused alarm.

Irani refused to clear the air on any of these controversies, only saying that it was not right to attribute
everything to her. But when Batra went to town saying that Smriti was on board, Irani did not refute him.

Smriti emphasised time and again that the Modi government was working on a new education policy which will
take in the views of all stakeholders. But the MHRD went about eroding the autonomy of I1Ts and 1IMs, pitting
them against the UGC, her instrument of change.

That said, Irani and MHRD have several innovative initiatives up their sleeves...

Know Your College Portal: A one-stop portal containing information on all Colleges

Swayam Programme: Free of cost online Courses for citizens. 1T, IIM and centrally-funded universities'

professors will teach. Programme to launched on September 25, Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya's birth
anniversary

National e-Library Platform: Online portal that will host top class content from NCERT, CBSE, IITs, IIMs
and central universities including research papers and thesis'

UNITE (University Network Initiative to Enhance Education): 20 classrooms in 21,000 colleges (a total of
4.20 lakh classrooms) will be made Wi-Fi enabled to enhance education network utilization, empower students

Shala Darpan: Parents of students of government and government-aided schools will get updates on their
children's progress through a mobile application

Shala Utsav: States asked to identify oldest school and celebrate its foundation day

Swachch Vidyalaya: PM has made commitment to construct a toilet in every school before August 15, 2015

I1'Ts improve soft skills of students

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iits-in-a-bid-to-improve-the-soft-skills-of-their-
students/1/380638.html

If they are from Indian Institutes of Technology (I1T), they are brilliant, good engineers and quick problem
solvers, but what if they are not good communicators. Their failure to convey these attributes can land them to
rejection. To solve such employability issues, the 11Ts have come up with crash courses. This will help them
hone their body language, communication and writing skills.

With so much competition in the market, a faculty base and curriculum unable to keep pace with changing
times, some students face problems with their soft skills.

Fixing this issue with an outside help would make these premier engineering students stand out best at their
workplace.
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IIT Hyderabad, which is in the middle of a pilot to assess speaking, reading and writing skills of its 1,500
engineering students, is rated as one of the best among the newer IITs in research. It has tied up with IT skilling
firm Talents Sprint to conduct computerised tests evaluating the students in their BTech, MTech and PhD.

They will then undergo a 36-hour remedial coaching programme on body language, effective professional
communication, listening and paraphrasing and articulating thoughts, which is mandatory for all first-year
students from the next year.

IIT Kanpur, on the other hand, tied up with the British Council this year to conduct English tests focused on
conversation skills and written and spoken fluency. It will also get other organisations to help students with

aptitude and technical tests. The institute is in the process of setting up a Career Development Center (CDC)
this year for helping students make informed decisions on job opportunities.

Moreover, IIT Guwahati too is in talks with business schools and coding platform providers for mock tests.
Venturesity, aset up by IIT Kharagpur alumnus, will conduct a year-long workshop for online and on-campus
courses on Python (a coding language), analytics with programming, and Android app development.

With more hands on training, capable students sitting for interviews will have brighter chances with improved
body language and communication skills.
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India needs to fix
attitude to maths and
pure science, says
Fields Medal winner

MIHIKA BASU
MUMBALI, SEPTEMBER 3

DR'MANJUL Bhargava, the first
mathematician of Indian origin to win
the Fields Medal, has noted that most
Indian talent shies away from re-
search. He says mathematics and sci-
ence in India, at least in recent times,
are being viewed as “tools for engi-
neering or medicine” and “not viewed
assubjects and careers” in themselves.

“This is a problem. Basic science
and mathematics are very important
for the long-term success of the na-
tion,” Bhargava told
The Indian Express in
an interview, part
email and part over the
phone.

“It’s definitely not
too late to rectify,” he
said. “It will require a
change in attitude in
society. Parents and
teachers must encour-
age young people who
are talented in and ex-
cited about mathemat-
ics and science to pur-

spend more time in India,” Bhargava
said.

Born in Canada, Bhargava grew
up mostly in the US in a “very Indian
home”. “We always spoke Hindi at
home, ate Indian food, and discussed
Indian literature at the dinner table.
There are a lot of academics in my
family. My grandfather was a scholar
of Sanskrit and ancient Indian history,
and my mother is a mathematician
with deep interests in linguistics and
music. They were always my two
biggest influences. Because of them, I
was truly inspired to pursue interests
in mathematics, music,
and Sanskrit.”

Every three or four
years, Bhargava would
take about six months
off from school to
spend with his grand-
parents in their home-
town Jaipur. “There,
spent time learning
Hindi, Sanskrit, mathe-
matics, tabla, sitar, and
of course kite-flying, in
preparation for what
was my favorite holi-

sue their passions; that IWH I I_E IN DlA day as a child, Makar

is where they will do makes a very big

Sankranti. My Indian

their best work, and U heritage and the time I
thatwill be best for the cont"bm'?n to spent in India was a
nationasawholeinthe Mathematics and very important part of
long run.” science every year, it my upbringing, and
vl i till ot nearlyas . piyed an mpotant
ia m very f . shaping my pro-
contribution to mathe- blg as it should be, fessional  interests
matics and science because m_UCh ofthe 160" he said.
everyyear, “itisstillnot mathematics and “I'think my mathe-
nearly as big as it gcjence talentin matics has taken inspi-
should be, because - ration from these sub-
much of the mathemat- !ndla do.e S npt g0 jects [music and art]. I
icsandscience talentin IO basic science find I think about all
India does not gointo  research,’ says three of these subjects
basic science research. Manjul Bhargava — mathematics, mu-

This must be fixed”.

He added, “With
new ITTs and IISERs opening all over
India, there is more opportunity for
scientific research and careers than
ever before. So, in that sense, the rec-
tification process has already started.
Students wanting to go into basic sci-
entific research will now have many
wonderful jobs and research oppor-
tunities waiting for them.”

Bhargava is currently R Brandon
Fradd Professor of Mathematics at
Princeton University, and adjunct pro-
fessor at Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research in Mumbai, IIT Bombay,
and University of Hyderabad.

He hasbeeninvolved instarting a
new institute in Bangalore, Interna-
tional Centre for Theoretical Sci-
ences, to be inaugurated next year. “I
hope tospend even more time in India
after the inauguration. A number of
things must still be done to really at-
tract scientists abroad back to India...
I hope to work on these issues as I

sic, poetry — in a very
similar way. It’s also
nice to use both sides of the brain.
Mathematics has a creative side too,
and for that reason I feel it’s important
to study the arts to keep that creative
side alive when doing mathematics.”
Bhargava works in the field of
number theory. His work, primarily
about determining when certain fun-
damental equations in mathematics
have solutions in whole numbers, has
helped introduced a new geometric
method for answering such questions.
The Fields Medal is the highest
honour in mathematics. “I'm of
course very honoured to receive the
Fields Medal,” Bhargava said. “Be-
yond that, it is a great source of en-
couragement and inspiration, not just
for me, but I hope also for my stu-
dents, collaborators, and colleagues
who work with me. I hope it may also
be asource of inspiration for more In-
dians to take up mathematics and sci-
entificresearch in general.”
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‘Why do Indians want to study abroad?

When bright students look around India for a
they find few top-quality programmes

Philip G. Altbach

Post—graduate students from India are
increasingly choosing to study
abroad. The U.S. Council of Graduate
Schools’ new statistics show that offers of
admission to Indian post-graduate stu-
dents are up 25 per cent for 2013-14 from
the previous year, compared to a 9 per
cent increase for all countries. Numbers
from China showed no increase com-
pared to last year. While these statistics
are only for the U.S,, India’s most popular
destination, it is likely that other coun-
tries such as Germany, Canada and the
U.K. are also seeing significant increases
from India.

Reasons for departure

Why? There are, no doubt, many rea-
sons why Indians are choosing to study
abroad. Two of these factors are trou-
bling for India’s universities and for pro-
spects for the high-tech economy. When.
bright students look around India for a
place to study for an advanced degree,
they find few top-quality programmes. In
the social sciences and humanities, there
are a small number of respectable de-
partments, but absolutely none that are
considered by international experts as in
the top class of academic programmes. In
the hard sciences, biotechnology, and re-
lated fields, the situation is more favour-
able with a few institutions such as the
Indian Institutes of Technology, the All-
India Institute of Medical Sciences, the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
and some others, despite limited ac-
knowledgement from abroad, being in-
ternationally competitive by most
measures. But the numbers of students
who can be served by these schools is
quite limited.

Thus, if a bright Indian wants to study
for a doctorate or even a master’s degree
at a top department or university in most
fields, he or she is forced to study over-
seas. Further, a degree from a top foreign
university tends to be valued more in the
Indian job market than a local degree — a
perception based not only on snobbery
but also on facts. While master’s degrees
can be quite costly in the U.S., the UK.,
Australia, and elsewhere, doctorates are
in fact quite inexpensive because of the
likelihood of securing a research or
teaching fellowship or assistantship that
pays for most or all of the costs.

Not only are overseas programmes and
departments more prestigious, they also
have far better facilities, laboratories and
a more favourable culture of research.

Top faculty members are often more ac-
cessible and it is easier to become affil-
iated with a laboratory or -institute.
Academic politics exists everywhere, and
Indians may suffer from occasional dis-
crimination abroad, but overall academic
conditions are likely to be better than at
home.

Step toward emigration

Finally, studying abroad is often seen
as the first step toward emigration. Of
course, few students will admit this, but
statistics show that a very large propor-
tion of students from India — and also
from China, South Korea and other Asian
countries — choose to stay in the U.S.
following the completion of doctoral de-
grees. Data from the U.S. National Sci-
ence Foundation’s Survey of Earned
Doctorates show that 80 per cent or more
of students who complete their PhDs in
the U.S. from India and some other Asian
countries remain in the U.S.

Since everyone who completes a doc-
torate is required to fill the survey, the
data is quite accurate. Further, the U.S,
and other host nations are making it eas-
ier for foreign doctoral holders to remain
— boosting their “stay rates”— and in this

GREENER PASTURES: A degree from a top Jforeign university tends to be valued mo
market than a local degree, a perception based on Jacts

Not only are overseas
programmes and
departments more
prestigious, they also
have far better facilities
and a more favourable
culture of research

way contribute to the brain drain.

The reasons for deciding not to return
to India are varied and not hard to dis-
cern. Better salaries and facilities abroad,
easier access to research funds, working
on cutting-edge topics and many others
are part of the mix. And while some are
lured back to India later in their careers,
the numbers are small. Once established
overseas, either in a university or in the
research or corporate sectors, it is diffi-

« cult to return,

It may be relevant to note that the rate
of Chinese post-graduate students going
abroad is flat after a number of years of
steady increases. A likely explanation,
with relevance for India, is that China has
invested heavily in its top-tier universi-

place to study for an advanced degree,

re in the Indian job

ark ! ; too. A file photo of former German Foreign
Minister Joschka Fischer with Indian students in Berlin. - PHOTO: AFP

ties and now has significant quality and
capacity in most academic fields for post-
graduate study. Chinese students are no
longer obliged to go abroad for high-qual-
ity programmes, with an apparent trend
toward choosing to remain at home.

Solutions

There is no short-term solution to this
problem for India. The only remedy is to
build up high-quality capacity in key dis-

ciplines at national institutions so that a

greater number of Indian students can
obtain excellent training at home. This
means significant investment over time,
and careful choices about where to invest
since all universities cannot be top re-
search universities.

It also means significant changes in
India’s academic culture to ensure that

. meritocracy operates at all levels. Chi-

na’s top universities are beginning to
show up in the mid-levels of the global
rankings, an indication that they are hav-
ing some success. India, so far, is no-
where to be seen. o

(Philip G. Altbach is research professor
and director of the Center for
International Higher FEducation at
Boston College, U.S.)
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Nasa seeks tweets for ‘time capsule’

Washington: Nasa is invit- [
ingpeoplearound the world
to submit short messages
and images on social media
that could be placed in a
time capsule aboard a
spacecraft launching to an
asteroid in 2016.

Called the Origins-Spec-
tral Interpretation-Re- §
source Identification-Secu-
rity-Regolith Explorer
(OSIRIS-REx), the space-

MISSION TO ASTEROID BENNU

taking their best guess at
what the next 10 years holds
and then comparing their
predictions with actual mis-
sions in development in
2023,” said Dante Lauretta,
OSIRIS-REx principal in-
vestigator at the University
of Arizona, Tucson.

When the sample return
capsule returns to Earth in
2023 with the asteroid mate-

craftwillrendezvous with the aste-
roid Bennu in 2019, collect a sam-
ple and return the cache in a
capsule to Earth in 2023 for de-
tailed study.

The robotic mission will spend
more than two years at the 1,760-
foot-wide asteroid and return a
minimum of 60 gof its surface ma-

Asian Age, ND 04/09/2014

terial.

Topics for submissions by the
public should be about solar sys-
tem exploration in 2014 and predic-
tions for space exploration activ-
ities in 2023. The mission team will
choose 50 tweets and 50 images to
be placed in the capsule.

“T look forward to the public

p-11

rial, the mission team will
open the time capsule to view the
messages and images.

The OSIRIS-REx mission is fo-
cused on finding answers to basic
questions about the composition
of the very early solar system and
the source of organic materialsg
and water that made life possible
on Earth. en

“Touchable’ 3D tech unveiled

Tsukuba (Japan), Sept. 3:
Technology that generates
touchable 3D imagery was
unveiled in Japan Monday,
with its developers saying
users could pull and push
objects that are not really
there.

Know-how that could
improve a gaming experi-
ence, or allow someone to
physically shape objects
that exist only on a com-
puter, will soon be avail-
able to buy, said Miraisens,
a high-tech firm based out-
side Tokyo.

“Touching is an impor-
tant part of human com-
munication but virtual
reality has until now been
lacking it,” its chief execu-
tive Natsuo Koda told a
press conference.

“This technology will
give you a sense that you
can touch objects in the 3D

world,” said Koda,.a for-

mer Sony researcher on
virtual reality.

It works by fooling the
brain, blending the images
the eye is seeing with dif-
ferent patterns of vibra-

tion created by a small
device on the fingertip,
said Norio Nakamura, the

inventor of “3D-Haptics

Technology” and chief
technical officer at the
firm.

In one demonstration of
a prototype head-mounted
display, the company
showed how the user can
feel resistance from virtu-
al buttons that he or she is
pushing.

Miraisens is a spin-off of
the National Institute of
Advanced Industrial

Science and Technology

based in the city of

Tsukuba east of Tokyo.

Billing the technology as
a world first, the company
says it wants to commer-
cialise it through applica-
tions in electronics and the
services industry.

The system can be built
into devices in the shape of
coins, sticks or pens,
amongst others.

Company officials said
they could foresee a num-
ber of ways of using the
technology. — AFP
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CONCRETE ACTION REQUIRED Apex court asks govt to submit state-wise plan for cleaning
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Ganga; offers judicial help to remove industries and other polluting units along the river

No 200-year Plan, Work
Fast on Ganga: SC to Govt

Our Political Bureau

About Rs, 20,000 crore has been spent so far
on the clean-up programme, which was

" Jaunched under the then Prime Minister Ra-

New Delhi: The Supreme Courton Wednes-
day pushed the government to hastenitsam-
bitious Gangaaction plan aimed at cleaning
up the river, saying that it shouldn’t be
bogged down by red tape.

Acting on a PIL filed by the late environ-
mentalist MC Mehta, the bench offered to
pass orders that may help the government
remove industries and other polluting units
along the river. The bench comprised justic-
esTS Thakurand R Banumathi.

Untreated industrial effluent is a major
cause of pollution in the river, which the
new government wants to clean up. Crema-
tion rites along the banks were another
cause of concern, the government told the
court on Wednesday, while submitting its
action plan. ;

| TEYY
Hasten Up

|

#

o

Project: Supreme Court

jiv Gandhi in 1985, but with little to show on
the ground. This had drawn the court’s ire at
the last hearing of the case. The project was
reinvigorated following Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s personal commitment to clean
up the river venerated by millions. The gov-
ernmentallocatedasumof Rs2,040crorefora
new Ganga Mission projectin itsfirst budget.

Thakur, inline tobe chief justice of Indiaat
some time in the future, didn't want the pro-
ject to get delayed unnecessarily.

“If you want us to enforce some directions
for removal of polluting industries or ask
the local bodies (which are) not taking steps
to prevent pollution, to act, we will certainly
issue the legal process. But we don't want

any long-term bureaucratic action plan
_ sayfor200years,” hesaid.

Apex court on August 13 had ordered the govt to explain its plan on cleaning Ganga

SUBMITTING ITSACTION PLAN GOVT SAYS:

Untreated ~ Cremation rites Govt accords a Inputs have been sought
industrial effluent along the banks status of national | from a group of
is a major cause of | were another priority to the secretaries and also a

pollution in Ganga = cause of concern

If you want us to enforce some
directions for removal of poliuting
industries or ask the local bodies
(which are) not taking steps to prevent

pollution, to act, we will certainly issue
thelegal process. But we don't want
any long-term bureaucratic action
plansay for 200 years

TS THAKUR, SC. Judg:

| river's rejuvenation

consortium of IITs

) ?20,000«
| has been spent so far

onGanga'sclean-up .
project launched in '85

: %2,040«

| allocated for a

The court will
. new Ganga project hear arguments
in Modi govt's in the case again

| first budget on September 24

The court observations came after solicitor
general Ranjit Kumar read out an affidavit
filed by the mission director for Clean Gan-
ga,asper the court’s August 13 order explain-
ing the contours of its plan to clean up the
river. “The government accords a status of
national priority to the rejuvenation of Gan-
ga,” itsaid. The objective was tomaintain ec-
ological flow, mitigate pollution, restore eco-
logical sanctity and create awareness about
conserving the river and ensuring people’s
participationin the process.

“The achievements of these objectives en-
tail multi-dimensional, multi-institutional
and multi-sectoral approach. To achieve
this the consultative process involving vari-
ous ministries concerned has commenced
to arrive at a common strategy and action
plan,” it said. For now, inputs have been
sought from a group of secretaries and also
aconsortium of IITs, it said. Then a compre-
hensivereview will be taken in consultation
with the states and an action plan drawn up,
the affidavit said.

The government has also made budgetary

-allocations and created an integrated mis-

sion known as Namami Gange, it said.

The bench expressed its dissatisfaction
with the affidavit and sought a supplemen-
tary one explaining what the government
was doing urgently stage-wise to clean upa
2,500 km stretch of the river spanningsever-
alnorthern states.

“One feels sorry for the idols of Ganesha...
immersed in the polluted river every day. It
isnature which is cleaning the pollution. So
long as you... have a vision, a milestone
fixed for your achievements, we will hear
you,” Justice Thakur said. “The govern-
ment must adopt a realistic approach in-
stead of merely coming out with a compre-
hensive plan for 200 years.”

Justice Thakur made a reference to the re-
cent announcement about Japanese fund-
ingforthe plan. “We heard it isbeing funded
by Japan. You can get the funds from Japan
or China or wherever you want. But we want
you toexplainhowthe commonmanissatis- -
fied with the cleaning process,” he said.
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Mired in controversy,
Irani left with little time
for policy initiatives

RUHI TEWARI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

UMAN Resource
Development Min-
ister Smriti Irani im-

pressed all with her extem-
pore address at the
International Women’s Con-
ference, but has preferred to
focus onissues that do not re-
quire to be fixed. Under her
watch, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) had
clamped down on the Delhi
University’s Four Year Un-
dergraduate Programme
(FYUP) soon after clearing
it under the previous Con-
gress-led government, dared
the II'Ts and silently stood by
as Gujarat adopted RSS ac-
tivist Dina Nath Batra’s books
inits schools.

Most of her moves have
met with sharp criticism, with
some senior Cabinet col-
leagues acknowledging that
the education sector needs to
be attended to, but definitely
not by restraining innovation
and chipping into the auton-
omy of institutions. At an Ex-
press Adda event in Mumbai
on August 27, Union Finance
and Defence Minister Arun
Jaitley pointed out the need to
liberalise the sector by allowing
more autonomous universities
and independent institutions.

Irani’s 100 days were
mired in controversy, leaving
her little time to look ahead

and focus on policy initiatives:

‘msru;sf/i; *
100 DAYS

PARTS: EDUCATION

aimed at opening up a sector
that has largely remained un-
touched over two decades.
As soon as the Narendra
Modi government took
charge, it had to contend with
the FYUP controversy be-
cause the UGC asked the
Delhi University to admit stu-
dents under the conventional
three-year degree pro-
grammes. This U-turn hap-
pened a month after the new
government took charge at the
Centre, and with its backing,
the UGC warned the univer-
sity of strict action if the order
was flouted. After resisting the
UGC order, the DU finally
scrapped FYUP in June end
andreverted to the three-year
degree format so the stalled
admission process could begin.
- Inyet another indication
of the politicisation of educa-
tion under this government’s
watch, books authored by
long-time RSS activist Dina
Nath Batra, convenor of the
Shiksha Bachao Andolan
Samiti, were made compul-
sory reading in government

schools in Gujarat. The books
have titles like Indianisation
of Education, Brilliant India
and Vedic Mathematics.

Fresh controversy
erupted earlier this month
with the UGC’s communique
to the IITS asking them to
“align their courses and de-
grees with the ones recog-
nised by the UGC”. This
came under widespread criti-
cism from II'Ts which claimed
they are autonomous insti-
tutes governed by the Insti-
tutes of Technology Act, 1961,
Several IIT directors lashed
out at the UGC for trying to
fixa system that has done very
well for the country.

The UGC issued a clari-
fication, stating its communi-
cation had been “miscon-
strued” and claiming it had
the “responsibility of specifi-
cation of degrees”. The HRD
ministry’s stand, meanwhile,
seemed ambiguous. It just
urged both to work out an
“appropriate solution”.

In the midst of all this, the
ministry launched some new
policies like the Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao Yojana to take
up programmes for education
of girls in a focused manner.
The Padhe Bharat Badhe
Bharat initiative under the
SSA aims to improve lan-
guage development in chil-
dren by creating an interest in
reading and writing with com-
prehension, and an interest in
mathematics.
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Command And Control

Instead of politicising Teachers’ Day
government must push education reforms

eachers’ Day is meant to celebrate the contribution of educators in
I shaping society and nurturing young minds. It is with this intention
that the birth anniversary of former President Sarvepalli Radhak-
rishnan is observed across schools in the country every year on September
5. However, celebrations are now sought to be mandated by diktat, as
schools have been directed to make arrangements for a live telecast of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech, which includes getting students
to stay back after school hours. : i N

Although the HRD ministry has clarified that this is voluntary, it's been
reported to have issued a written directive to states asking all schools to
make arrangements for viewing the telecast and stating that it would
monitor the number of schools and children viewing the speech. As things
stand, the education system reeks of a bygone era of command and control
where a student is seen as a passive recipient of knowledge. Instead of
deregulating and depoliticising the system, current trends are in the
direction of making it even more rigid. -

Recently UGC attempted to browbeat IITs into following course norms
laid down by it, when IITs are what they are because of their autonomy:
Many four year college courses have been shut down following diktats from
UGC. To foster excellence India’s educational system needs to encourage
diversity, choice, autonomy and the freedom to experiment. This applies to
students, teachers and educational institutions. Instead of trying to
re-brand Teachers’ Day as the archaic-sounding ‘Guru Utsav’ — which fell
through after southern states protested - the government should focus on
reforms and push for greater autonomy to end today’s patronage culture in
the education sector. This will empower youth with the critical thinking

and job skills they need to hold their own in a modern economy and enable
India to harness its demographic dividend. '
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Kota’s Passé: Tablets Bring
Classes Within Your Grasp

Sreeradha.Basu
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Gettingready for the IIT en-
trance exam? Meet your tutor—the tablet.
The electronic device is becoming an in-
creasingly popular aid to aspirants pre-
paringfor admission tests. Those who find
the price too high for lectures bundled
with tablets can even pay through EMIs.
Tabletteachingis shaking up the world of
traditional test prep coaching, as students
shrug off the notion that there’sno real al-
ternative to classroom learning, There’s

been a jump in the number of people sub-*

scribing to the trend as they train them-

selves to write the Common Admission

Test (CAT) for entry to the Indian Insti-

tutes of Management, the GMAT for MBA

programmes in the US, the Joint Entrance

Exam(JEE)forthe IITand the civil service
_ exams, amongothers.
No wonder Samsung, traditional brick
and mortar enterprises and digital educa-
tion companies are all looking for a piece
of theaction in thisfast-growing segment.
“The 10,000-crore plus coaching mandi
isnowunderthreat from the tablet coach-
ing business,” says TV Mohandas Pai,
chairman of Manipal Global Education.
“Traditionalclassroom coaching willsee
a decline over the years. It takes up too
much time, is much more expensive and
teaches a lot of unnecessary stuff. Here,
there isgenuinelearning.”
Around 45-50 lakh students appear for
various admission tests annually. Ac-
cording to industry estimates, the test
preparation market in India last year
was worth $2.2 billion, including both
online and regular coaching, study ma-
terial and mock tests for entrance ex-
ams. It's estimated to surge to $3 billion
by yearend. The online segment/virtual
classrooms, includingtablet teaching, is
about 10% of the businessand easily the
fastest-growing segment, say experts.
Pai has direct experience of the accel-
eration in growth. A little more than
four months ago, Manipal Group-fund-
ed education startup Think and Learn
tied up with Samsung Electronics to
provide coaching modules for CAT,
GMAT, JEE and the civil service exams
exclusively on the company’s devices.
Thelessonsare being provided by Think
and Learn unit Byju’s Classes.
Since the soft launch in May, sales
throughthetie-uparealreadyatz15crore
compared with a total of 220 crore in the
whole of last year, said 34-year-old Byju
Raveendran, founder and CEO of Byju's
Classes, which also provides coaching
for Class 8-10 in math and science. More
than 9,500 students have bought courses
sofar. Of these, more than 4,000have been
- for test prep. Prices in the test prep seg-
ment start at 20,000 for GRE/GMAT/
CAT crash courses and go up to 235,000.

R Khanna, working at a tech company;,

Smoother, Cheaper Experience

Increasing use of tablets
pose a threat to the
210,000-crore plus class-
room coaching market

Payment via EMIs is
making it possible for
2 those who find the price
; too high for lectures
bundled with tablets

To drive usage, new

features are constantly
being introduced to make -
for a smoother and bet-
ter learning experience.

|

is getting ready up to sit for the CAT this
year. He’s bought the Byju’s Classes CAT
packageonan installment plan, payinga
little more than 2,500 per month. He
says tablet teaching is a boon for execu-
tiveslike him who can’t make it for regu-
lar or even intensive weekend classes.
School teacher S Roy bought her son a
JEE Main and Advanced combo pack for
physics on a Lenovo tablet from iProf.
“He felt he needed more help in the sub-
jectand the videolectures and mock tests
helped him alot,” she says,

The tie-up with Byju’s, incidentally, is
partof alarger initiative by SamsungElec-
tronics, which on September 2 announced
Smart Learning, an innovative education

solution pegged as In-

FRTD dia’s first digital educa-
Todrive tion store. Launched un-
usage, new der its Media Solutions
features are Centre or MSC division,
being the store can be accessed
introducedto  throughall Samsungtab-
makefora lets and is designed to of-
smootherand fer interactive study ma-
better terial to students, right
learning from those in school to
experience those preparing for com-
petitive exams.

The company is engaged in consumer
connect programmes to promote the ini-
tiative. So far, one in every five who expe-
rience the campaign isgetting converted,
says Asim Warsi, SamsungIndia’s VP for
marketing, mobile and IT.

“Besides work-related and entertain-
mentrequirements, thereisanimportant
need for tablets in the area of education,”
says Warsi. Sanjay Purohit, founder-CEO
of digitaleducation company iProf, one of
theearly moversin this space, agrees. “80-
85% education can be done in asynchro-
nous mode, The rest of the time, we pro-
vide connectivity to teachers through
phone, drop boxes or live video sessions,”
says Purohit. In January, iProf raised $9
million (%55 crore) in Series B funding
from a consortium of investors.

 Consumer electronics mak-

) ers, brick and mortar stores .

and digital education firms

are all looking for a plece of
e action in this

fasl;-srowlng ;

segment

At iProf, test preparation accounts for
55% of overall revenue, Over time, con-
tent has become much more interactive
and last year, it had more than 1 lakh us-
ers on the test prep side. In fact, says Pu-
rohit, the company generated more busi-
ness in Julyalone than itdid in the whole
of last year. Last year, the company is es-
timated to have done business of around
220-25 crore through software alone.
There are many segments of users for
these tablets: price-sensitive consum-
ers; those in remote areas; people with
constraints of time and those who want
to have more scope to revise. “Coaching
centres only teach once. Tablets give you
the opportunity to play the same thing
again so a student can revisit and con-
centrate on his weak areas.” In fact, says
Purohit, iProf tablets sell in the thou-
sandseven ina coachinghub like Kota.,
“The mostsignificant growth in the test.
preparation market will come from the
digital/electronic space. Tablets in par-

' ticular have an interesting proposition,”

says Narayanan Ramaswamy, partner
and head, education and skill develop-
ment, KPMG India. It helps that prices
arerelatively easier on the pocket than be-
fore. The price comes down further for
coaching modules on an SD card without
atablet. Forinstance, iProf chargesz1,000

for a single subject for a year and %6,000-

7,000 for all subjects for two years for the
SD card. With a tablet, the latter costs
about®18,000. Classroom coaching would
costan average of 235,000.

Not surprisingly, even traditional brick-
and-mortar players such as Aakash Edu-
cation Services are ramping up their
presence in the space. While classroom
coaching is still the main business,
there’s a high level of traction for tech
products and offerings, says Aakash
Chaudhry, director of Aakash Education
Services. Those who availed of this op-
tion more than doubled from 600 in the
first year to 1,300 in the second. This isex-
pected torise to 2,400-2,500 this year.
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New Colombo Plan toget
more Oz students to India

BS REPORTER
Mumbai, 4 September

The New Colombo Plan, which supports
Australian undergraduates to study and
undertake internships in the Indo-Pacific

region, was on Thursday launched by Tony |

Abbott, Prime Minister of Australia, here.

Speaking at the launch, Prime Minister
Abbott said when the Colombo Plan was
initiated in 1950, the best and the brightest
students had come to universities in
Australia to live and earn and then return to
the home country, taking back a rich expe-
rience. He added that between 1950 and
- 1985, about 40,000 students had visited the
country to study and earn.

“In any given year, there are at least
40,000 students who study in Australian
universities. But, there are few Australian
students studying in India. This will change
after the New Colombo Plan,” he said.

Aseries of memoranda of understanding
between Indian and Australian institutes
were also signed — between Mumbai
University and Deakin University for short-
term programmes; Calcutta University and
the University of Western Sydney; BSE
Institute and the University of Western
Sydney; and the Indian Institute of
Technology-Madras and the Swinburne
University of Technology, among others.

The New Colombo Plan involves aschol-
arship programme for study of up to one
year and internships or mentorships, and a
flexible mobility grants programme for short-
and long-term courses, internships, men-
torships, practicums (practical section of a

Backpacker returns

Describing India as an “emerging
-demaocratic superpower", Australian
Prime Minister Tony Abbott said the
country had changed “enormously”
since his visit 33 years ago as a
backpacker. “I can remember on my
first day in Mumbai watching a bullock
cart take material to a nuclear power
station. Well, 33 years on, there aren't
that many bullock carts left in urban
India, and the power stations — the
nuclear power stations — are more
sophisticated than ever." Abbott, who
had visited Taj Hotel during his three~-
month trip in 1981, described it as one
of the truly magnificent hotels in the
world. “Back in19811 spent three
months as a backpacker roaming
around India - this mysterious,
fascinating, enthralling sub-continent,
this world in one country - and | spent
a lot of time in third-class
compartments of railway carriages, I'd
spent a lot of time in ¥2-a-night hotels
and1thought, I'm going to have to
treat myself. So, | came here to the Taj
Hotel and | had the best lunch this hotel
could provide ...." PTI

course of study) and research. It is open to
Australian undergraduates aged 18-28.

The New Colombo Plan intends to encour-
age two-way flow of students in the region. The
Australian government has committed $100
million over five years to the plan.
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TCS to hire 28,000 for new
Hyderabad facility in five years

KV KURMANATH

Hyderabad, September 4

IT major TCS will hire 28,000 em-
ployees for its new facility at Adib-

hatla near the Rajiv Gandhi Inter- -

national Airport here.

The company opened the facili-
ty on September 1 with about 500
employees to start with. It already
employs 26,000 people in
Hyderabad.

TCS Chief Execuuve Officer and
Managing Director N Chandrasek-
aran, who has been reappointed

« for five more years, met Telangana
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhara
Rao to brief him about its expan-
sion plan in Hyderabad. “We have

Business Line, ND 05/09/2014

started our operations with about

500 employees. We are going to

hire 28,000 in the next three tofive
years over and above the 26,000
employees we have here,” V Rajan-
na,Regional Head of TCS, told Busi-
ness Line after their meeting with
the Chief Minister.

He, however, refused to divulge
theinvestments thatwentintoset-
ting up the Adhibhatla facility on
the outskirts of Hyderabad. !

Earlier in the day, Chandrasekh-

aran had a word of advice for the -

graduating students at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Technological Uni-
versity (Hyderabad). Delivering
the Convocation address, he

Times of India, ND 05/09/2014

P-7

shared a few lessons he leamed in

the last 27 years. “Had I known
(those lessons) when [ graduated. ¢

it would have benefited me,” he
' said. “You must aspire high. Life is

complex. Itis not straight forward

‘and it always has surprises for us.

Things do not go as per our expec-

_ tations,”hesaid.

Life, hesald,wasﬁlllofoppqrtu- l

‘nities. “If we have a dream and be-

lief and are willing to put in the ef-
fort, we can achieve anything we

aim for. Develop a sense of pur-

poseand perseverance. Itisimpor- -

tanttodevelopasense of purpose. &

Or life can become mechanical

and meaningless,” hesaid.

Beefing
RameshWarRa Vic

P-23

rasekaran (ight), CEO & D, TCS, re
«ancellorofjawaharlam ru Technological
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Brains ‘talk’ to each other, 8,000 km .ap’a?t

In A First, Scientists Send Words ‘Hola’ And ‘Ciao’ From India To France Via Net-Linked EEG

Washington: In a ground-
breaking experiment, scien-
tists have conducted the first
computer-mediated  brain-
to-brain communication in
humans located more than
8,000 km apart, after sending
the words ‘hola’ and ‘ciao’
from India to France.

The brain-to-brain trans-
mission of information be-
tween humans was carried
out without performing any
invasive surgery on the test
subjects, researchers said.
“We wanted to find out if one
could communicate directly
between two people by read-
ing out the brain activity
fromone personand injecting

BRAIN-TO-BRAIN COMMUNICATION

brain activity intothe second
person, and doso across great
physicaldistances by leverag-
ing existing communication
pathways,” said co-author Al-
varo Pascual-Leone, from the
Beth Israel Deaconess Medi-
cal Center (BIDMC) and Pro-
fessor of Neurology at Har-
vard Medical School.

“One such pathway is, of

~ course, the internet, so our

question became, ‘Could we
develop an experiment that
would bypass the talking or
typingpartof internetandes-
tablish direct brain-to-brain
communication between sub-
jects located far away from
each other in India and

France?” Pascual-Leonesaid

in the study published in the
journal PLOS ONE.
They used internet linked

- Using EEG, the research
teamﬁrsttranslatedthegreet-
ins!'hOIa’and‘ciao‘intobina

electroencephalogram (EEG) results

and robot-assisted and image-

guided transcranial magnetic fac
stimulation technologies. Four |

healthy participants, aged 28to
50, participated in the study.

. One of the four subjects ¢

was assigned to the brain-
computer interface (BCI)
branch and was the sender of

the words; the other three es
were assigned to the comput- de
(CBI)

er-brain  interface

branch of ‘the experiments ject

and received the messages

and had to understand them.
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Alumni Gives Rs 1.5 cr Boost to 11'T-M's Satellite Project

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Alumni-Gives-Rs-1.5-cr-Boost-to-11T-Ms-Satellite-
Project/2014/09/04/article2413785.ece

CHENNALI: The IIT Madras’ pet satellite project got a Rs 150 lakh boost, thanks to one of its alumni. The Rs 3
crore nano-satellite to carry out research on high energy radiation belts in the upper atmosphere, is to be
completed by the end of 2015 and launched by ISRO.

The little one foot cube satellite that is being developed by a team of around 50 students of 11T-M was provided
the Rs 1.50 crore funding by a company of one of its alumni, Indo-US MIM Tec. Pvt. Ltd, as a part of its
Corporate Social Responsibility programme.

The satellite will study what is called the Van Allen Belts. These belts consisting of high energy particles found
in the upper ionosphere could damage electronic substances due to their radiation. As such they are one of the
hazards of space missions.

The students of 11T chose to take up this mission as it is a very challenging area. As of now NASA has an
ongoing research to study the belt. While NASA’s programme is focused on passing its system through the belt,
we do it with the satellite navigating below the belt,” said R David Koilpillai, professor of Electrical
Engineering at I1'T-M, who is involved with the project.

The project which has been going on for the past five years has generated much interest. “Some of our students
who are involved with the project have completed their course and landed jobs.

But they still come during the weekends and make time whenever they can to work with it. There is a lot of
excitement about the project,” said the professor.

The satellite to be launched by ISRO would have a mission life of one year. During this period, the data
collected by ITMSAT would be transmitted to the ground station, set up in 1IT-M campus, during every pass of
the satellite.

The Low Earth Orbit (LEO) Satellite project has completed a detailed review by ISRO. ITMSAT would be
completely fabricated and tested by the students. Since the testing requires the presence of high energy particles,
this would be done at Atomic Power Station at Kalpakkam or at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research,
Mumbai.
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liT-B student
dies after fall
from hostel

AGE CORRESPONDENT
; MUMBAL, SEPT. 5

Students on the campus of
the Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay (1IT-B)
are shocked at the death of
fourth-year student Aniket
Ambhore, who according to
the police and eye witness
statements slipped and died
after falling from the sixth
floor of a hostel on the cam-
pus on Thursday. On Friday,
while the campus was abuzz
with rumours that Ambhore
might have committed sui-
cide as his grades had been
falling and he was in depres-
sion, the institute maintains
that it was an accident and
are awaiting the police
investigation report.
According to some students,
though Ambhore fell and
. died at around
5.45 pm, news of the same
started spreading on the
campus only after the police
came to the spot at around.
6.30 pm. “As the area was
cordoned off, there was
some confusion as to who
the student was and the
name became clear only
after some students who
saw him fall identified
him. They were the ones
who alerted the campus
security who alerted the
police,” said a
- student, requesting
anonymity.

September 6
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Control mania

he University Grants Commission’s (UGC) moveto
force the Indian Institutes of Technology (ITTs)to
bring their courses in conformity with the norms
prescribed by itis wrong and unwarranted. A recent UGC
circular told the ITTs that the courses they offer should be
in line with the UGC's specifications about coursesin other
universities. This would immediately affect the status and
validity of a four-year bachelor of science course offered
by some IITs. The UGC had earlier forced the Delhi Uni-
versity and other universities to make changes in their
courses. It had also told the Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, to discontinue a course, Itcreated a controversy
but the issue was resolved after changes were made in the
course and its nomenclature, The regulatory mindset has
now extended to the IITs also,
Atleasttwoll’l‘direcmhavefonnally protested against
the UGC'smove on the ground that the UGChasno power
and authority to interfere in the course structures of the
institutes. Members of the Anil Kakodkar committee
which had made recommendations to improve the work-
ingofthel]’lkha(/ealsoexpmsedﬂlesameview'l‘he
UGCwassetupunder the University Grants Commission
Actof 1956 and the ITTs under the Institutes of Technology
Act of 1961. But the issue is not just one of the legal com-
petence of the UGC to exercise con-
trol over the ITTs. The ITTS are cen-
tres of excellence in technical
education in the country, Though
their standing is not very high at the
international level, it remains a fact
that they are the best institutions in
4 the country. They should have the
" : freedom toselect their students, de-
The HRD sign their courses and to award de-
‘s grees. In fact, the standing they have
mmlstry has now is the result of the autonomy
CI RO they have enjoyed in these areas,
P8 They should not be equated with
LUREIENE o niversitieswhich cometnde.:
the jurisdiction of the UGC,
Unfortunately, the human re-
source development ministry has been supportive of the
UGC's regulatory overreach and control mania. Though
the UGCisalsoastatutory body, it has been swayed by the
changing policies of governments and has been dictated
to by the education bureaucracy. This is not good for the
country’s higher education in technical or other areas.
The dispute over the UGC directive will now gototheIT
Council, which governs all ITTs. It should be resolved with-
out hurting the autonomous status of the IITs,

R



UGC Chairman Ved Prakash will
meet the IIT Council on Sep 22.
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MHRD to take up UGC-IIT row with law ministry

By Anubhuti Vishnoi in New Delhi

THE Ministry of Human Resources Devel-
opment (MHRD) is all set to approach the
law ministry over the UGC-IIT row regard-
ing the applicability of UGC specifications
to IIT degree programmes.

Highly-placed sources confirmed that
the MHRD has decided that the UGC Act,
1956 should be referred to the law min-
istry — a move that could further compli-
cate the matter. The University Grants
Commission (UGC) Act and, particularly,
Section 22 of the Act dealing with ‘Right to
confer degrees’ will be referred for
examination to the law ministry to assess
its applicability to the IITs.

The MHRD plans to refer it to the law
ministry after the matter is discussed at
a meeting of the Standing Committee of
the IIT Council (SCIC) on September 12,

and later by the IIT Council on Septem-
ber 22. UGC Chairman Ved Prakash, who is
a member of the IIT Council, will also
attend the Council meet to find a solu-
tion to the issue.

INDIA Topay was the first to report that the
UGC had shot off a missive to 16 IITs asking
them to ensure that their degrees are
aligned to those recognised by the higher
education regulator.

UGC wants IITs to follow
its degree specifications

Officials said the only way to resolve the
stand-off is to either have the liTs agree to
the UGC diktat, or to amend the IIT Act and
specify that its provisions override all
conflicting provisions in any other Act.
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The easier way is to simply have the MHRD
amend the Rules to the IIT Act, 1961 so that
it is made clear that the IIT academic pro-
grammes and degrees will be determined
solely by the institutes or the lIT Council.
The lITs are autonomous institutes gov-
erned by the Institutes of Technology Act,
1961 that lays down their powers, duties,
framework for governance among oth-
ers. They have argued that the UGC Act
does not apply to them, with some of
them even refusing to take cognizance of
the IIT communication. Several IITs may
have to restructure or rename their four-
year Bachelors of Science (BS) pro-
grammes or dual degree programmes, if
the UGC directive is imposed on them.
Incidentally, the MHRD has also backed
the UGC on the issue saying that the IITs
should try to do away with the mismatch
with the UGC on degree specifications.
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JNU has 150 vacant
teaching posts says V-C

Vijetha S.N

NEW DELHI: Ja-
waharlal
Nehru Uni-
versity, one
of the few re-
search uni-
versities in
- the country,
has a formid-
able reputa-
tion for the
quality of its
faculty, be it
in the Science
or the Hu-
manities. The
umvers1ty
now has 150
vacant teach-
ing posts
which will be
filled shortly
by faculty
that will have
to meet its
strict criteria.

Also, unlike the other univer-
sities, all its hirings are cen-
tralised. We have a selection
committee of about 20 to 30
members comprising of exter-
nal members as well as some
representatives
schools. I preside over the
committee and we choose the
candidate. We choose only the

“We choose only the .
best in the field. We
usually advertise for a
teaching position, the
applicationis
scrutinised by the
_committee and then
we make the ]
selection” |
m

from the

best in the field.
We usually ad-
vertise for a
teaching posi-
tion, the appli-
cation is
scrutinised by
the committee
and then we
make the selec-
tion,” said Vice-
Chancellor 8.
K. Sopory.
However,

academic cre-
dentials, work
experience and
publications
aside; there is a
very important
eriteria that
needs to be met.
“The person ap-
plying for the
post must give a

20 minute lec-

ture to the com-
mittee. This is

our most important criteria.
Because, no matter how good
a scholar you are, at the end of
the day, the position is for
teaching, and we need to hire a
good teacher.”

He also added that promo-
‘tions which have been pend-
ing for the past two or three
years will be moved this year.,
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Diluting civil services
exams is suicidal

Far from lowering the
standards, government
should take steps to
train more youngsters
from all walks of life.

By Vatsala Vedantam

here is an old Chinese
I proverb which says “Give
a man a fish, and you
have fed him for a day; Teach
him how to fish, and you have
fed him for a lifetime.” This ax-
iom seems designed for our
country with its lopsided theo-
ries of social justice in education
and competition where the very
systems used to cure inequali-
ties are themselves full of dis-
parities.

Aftera battle lasting months
over providing a ‘level playmg
field' in the competitive exami-
nations conducted by the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) for entry into the Indi-
an civil services that include ad-
ministration, audit and main-
tenance of law and order
among other things, the
Supreme Court has at last said
enough is enough of this ridicu-
lous drama. Students appear-
ing for the examinations had
taken to the streets to boycott
the preliminary scholastic ap-
titude tests where a mere 20
marks were counted for awork-
ing knowledge of English at the
Class X level. The tests also ex-
amined their analytical and
problem solving skills - talents
which are indispensable in such
services. If these basic tests of
competence were viewed as dis-
criminatoryand socially unjust,
weare on the brink of a new or-
der where competencies no
longer count and where merit
is thrown overboard. The agi-
tation against the UPSC
scholastic aptitude tests heralds
anew era in India’s history. An
era where students taking na-
tionwide tests and exams can
bully, bargain and boycott the
same if they don't find them
palatable.

Heading towards doom
The day may not be far offwhen
the prestigious IMs and IITs
will have to lower their stan-
dards to accommodate stu-
dents who did not have the
same kind of schooling as their
counterparts. If that happens,
other institutes which admit
students through entrance tests
will also have to do the same.
Finally, national services which
appoint candidates after veri-
fying their aptitudes will have
to do away with those tests.
Where will the country be
headmg once all tests and ex-
amining criteria are ignored
while appointing professionals
in different fields?

Imagine a scenario where
the armed forces select and re-
cruit candidates for the army,
navy and air force by abolishing
aptitude and other eligibility

tests. Planes will crash, ships
will sink and our borders will
stand exposed to danger. The
answer to ending socioeconom-
icdisparities does not lie in low-
ering standards. By doing so,
we may admit socially disad-
vantaged students to presti-

gious institutions, but they will
still be at a disadvantage while
seeking employment because
they will have to compete with
the children of parents who
were high on the educational,
occupational and social scale.

Tt will always be a no win sit-
uation for them unless the
country takes steps to eradicate
these disparities through long
term measures like allocating
moreresources on primary ed-

ucation, appointing better
teachers inschools and colleges
and building quality institutions
in deficit areas. You don't train
athletes by lowenng the bar to
make them win. Similarly, you
don’tlower the bar in education
or occupation to select the best.

The Civil Services Examina-
tion is a competitive examina-
tion conducted by the UPSC for
nationwide recruitment in all
the essential services. It is said
tobe one of the toughest exam-
inations in the world with more
than 5 lakh applicants seeking
those positions. Apart from ob-
Jectxvetestsmcoresubjects and
languages, it also tests the apti-
tude of candidates to serve in
such capacities. In a multilin-
gual country like ours, a basic
(ClassX) proficiency in English
is a must. If these norms are di-
luted quoting geographical or
social disparities, how will the
civil services function? How will
their future officials communi-
cate, solve local problems and
fulfil their obligations to society?

The very nature of their agi-
tation during the last few weeks
has exposed their unsuitability
for those responsible posts
which require rare skillsin gov-
ernance, managementand dis-
cipline. Politicians may come
and go. They may take populist
decisions for political reasons
as recent events have shown.
But, civil servants need to act
as the backbone of the country
at all times, They have to take
tough decisions, cope with
emergencies and guide the af-
fairs of state in all matters.

We need the best brains and
the most competent to perform
these tasks. Far from lowering
its selection standards, the gov-
ernment should take steps to
suitably train more and more
youngsters from all walks of life
to enter these services.
Whether they suffer gender
disparities or geographic dis-
parities or socioeconomic dis-
parities, it needs to initiate long
term measures to enable them
to come out of their disadvan-
taged state in order to compete
on equal terms with others,
both in academics and employ-
ment. That is what the Chinese
proverb meantwhen it advised
that we should teach a man to
fish rather than offer him a fish.
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TEACHERS’ DAY

Modi turns

spotlight on
education

PM reiterates need for
environment conducive
to girl education; critics
point out that no teacher
invited to interaction

BY GYAN VARMA
gyan.v@livemint.com

NEW DELH|

n a first-of-its-kind interac-

tion with over 12 million

students across the country
on Teachers’ Day, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Friday
put the spotlight afresh on the
state of education in the coun-
try and used the opportunity to
showcase the softer side of his
persona.

Since a section of the stu-
dents would be eligible to vote
in the next general election,
analysts pointed out that im-
plicitly Modi was turning on
the charm to woo future vot-
ers. Critics were also quick to
point out that though it was
Teachers’ Day, no teacher was
invited to participate in the in-
teraction that was telecast live.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has ensured that he has
the first-mover advantage with
the first-time voters of 2019, If
we look at the age group of the
students who asked him ques-
tions, they will all be voters in
the next elections,” said Jai
Mrug, a Mumbai-based politi-
cal analyst. “It is one of the
best efforts for brand outreach
and to improve the brand of
Modi.”

In the 90-minute interac-
tion, which was initiated after
a short introductory speech by
the Prime Minister, Modi em-
ployed wit and personal anec-
dotes to disarm the students
and then engage with them on
a range of issues including cli-
mate change, work ethic, aspi-
rations and skill development.
A little over a fortnight after his
Independence Day speech,
Modi reiterated the need to
create a national environment
conducive to promote the edu-
cation of girls, and to also pro-
vide separate toilets for girls in
schools.

India has one of the largest
school education systems in
the world with more than 230
million students pursuing their
education in over 1.3 million

There is no Mint Markets with
today's edlqon.

Mint is also available for 210 without a combo
offer in Delhi-NCR and for ®11 outside Delhi-NCR

schools. But despite the huge
demography, poor learning
quality as highlighted in sever-
al studies seems to be affecting
the country’s competitiveness
as a knowledge hub.

Despite the Right to Educa-
tion law coming into force on 1
April 2010, the situation has
not improved. While nearly
half the schools don’t have the
required toilet facilities, many
schools are run by a single
teacher. Overall, just elemen-
tary schools have nearly half a
million vacancies.

“I'am a task master. I employ
the same high standards for
myself. So I work hard and I
expect others also to work
hard. I had said in my Inde-
pendence Day speech that if
people work for 11 hours, I will
work for 12 hours,” Modi said
in the interaction with stu-
dents at the Manekshaw Cen-
tre in Delhi.

Modi also casually let it be
known that he had not been
able to find time to explore
Delhi because of an increase in
workload, and he was only
moving between his office and
home. While it was Modi's first
conversation with students, he
asked schoolchildren to fur-
ther the dialogue by writing to
him,

Political experts said Modi
had used the opportunity of
Teachers’ Day for brand out-
reach and also to improve his
own branding, which is al-
ready high after the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s recent victory in
the Lok Sabha election.

“This is for high connectivity
because Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wants to estab-
lish that he is not only a great
political leader, but he also en-
joys a connect with young stu-
dents,” said Shiv Vishwanath-
an, a sociologist and professor
at the Jindal School of Govern-
ment and Public Policy at
Sonepat in Haryana.

Ever since his elevation as
Prime Minister, Modi has con-
sciously worked towards an
image makeover. During his
recent visit to Japan, he played
the flute and the drum at pub-
lic events. Similarly, he
charmed the people of Bhutan
when he broke protocol and
stopped the official cavalcade
to interact with students who
had lined the streets to wel-
come him.

“Narendra Modi wants to
consolidate his position. He
not only wants to be known as
a repository of wisdom, but
also someone who could con-
nect with children,” said Vish-

TURN TO PAGE 2

Engaging students: Modi said the
interaction was also aimed at
checking how many schools have
infrastructure facilities.

Modi turns
spotlight on
education

. P FROM PAGE 1

wanathan.

During his engagement, the
Prime Minister encouraged
students to contribute towards
nation-building by saving elec-
tricity in their homes and en-
suring cleanliness in their
schools.

Modi told the students that
the interaction on Teachers’
Day was also aimed at check-
ing how many schools in the
country have infrastructure fa-
cilities. “This programme is for
students, but I am also map-
ping the programme to know

Jhow many schools got my

emails and how many schools
have computers,” he said.

Prashant K. Nanda contrib-
uted to this story.

the presence of oxygen.
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- Soil study shows
life began 60m yrs
earlier than thought

Kounteya.Sinha@timesgroup.com

cientists from Kolkata have found 0X-

ygen-producing life forms were present

on the earth some three billion years
ago—~60million years earlier than previous-
ly thought. 3

These life forms were responsible for
adding oxygen (02) to our atmosphere,
which laid the foundations for more com-
plex life to evolve and proliferate.

Geologists from Dublin’s Trinity Col-
lege, along with professors Joydip Mukho-
padhyay and Gautam Ghosh from the Presi-
dency University in Kolkata, have found
evidence for chemical weathering of rocks
leading to soil formation that occurred in

Using the naturally occurring uranium-
lead isotope decay system, which is used for
age determinations on geological time-
scales, the scientists deduced these events
took place atleast 8.02 billion years ago.

The ancient soil (or paleosol) came from
Singhbhum Craton of Odisha and was
named Keonjhar Paleosol after the nearest
local town. i

The early earth was very different to
what we see today. Earth’s early atmosphere
wasrich in methane and carbon dioxide and
hadonly verylowlevels of 02. The widely ac-
cepted model for evolution of the atmo-
sphere states that O2levels did not apprecia-

blyrise untilabout 2.4 billion years ago.
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NIT teachers accuse director of favouring son-in-law

TNN | Sep 5, 2014, 04.34AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Chandigarh/NIT-teachers-accuse-director-of-favouring-son-in-
law/articleshow/41740440.cms

KURUKSHETRA: Using information obtained under the RTI Act, teachers of National Institute of Technology
(NIT), Kurukshetra have accused its director of appointing his son-in-law, in violation of eligibility norms.

Releasing a whitepaper in this regard on Thursday, they alleged that NIT director Prof Anand Mohan had
appointed his son-in-law as an assistant professor, though he did not fulfill the minimum qualification.

They also sent the whitepaper to Union HRD minister, claiming that they had sufficient evidence to prove their
allegation.

When contacted, NIT public relations officer P J Philip said they had not received the copy of whitepaper and
that it would be passed on to the director, who was in Delhi.

Indian Institute of Technology (11Ts) and Indian Institute of
Science (11Sc), Bangalore join hands to deliver MOOCs

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/indian-institute-of-technology-iits-and-indian-institute-of-science-
iisc-bangalore-join-hands-to-deliver-moocs/1/381101.html

As part of a project called National Program on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL), The Indian Institutes
of Technology (11Ts) and the Indian Institute of Science Bangalore (11Sc Bangalore) have joined hands to
deliver Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC:Ss). The project which is funded by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD is a joint initiative of the seven 1ITs in Chennai, Delhi, Guwahati,
Kanpur,Kharagpur, Mumbai and Roorkee with 11Sc Bangalore.

NPTEL is a project originated from many deliberations between 1ITs, Indian Institutes of Management (11Ms)
and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) during the years 1999-2003. A proposal was jointly put forward by five
I1Ts Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur, Kharagpur and Madras) and 11Sc for creating contents for 100 courses as web
based supplements and 100 complete video courses, for fourty hours of duration per course. The basic objective
of science and engineering education in India is to devise and guide reforms that will transform India into a
strong and vibrant knowledge economy. In this context, the focus areas for NPTEL project have been - Higher
education, Professional education, Distance education and continuous and open learning, roughly in that order
of preference.

NPTEL recently launched the NPTEL Online Certification (NOC), which is backed by Google and National
Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM). The portal offers two new courses at present
namely, "Introduction to Programming in C", which is being conducted by IIT Kanpur officials & aims to teach
the students basic programming in C with a focus on problem-solving and "Basic Electrical Circuits", which is
being conducted by 11T Madras officials & focuses on analysis of electrical circuits and is meant for second
year students of Electrical/Electronics/Instrumentation Engineering.

The courses are being offered free of cost. The respective 11Ts will provide an optional certificate for them for a
fee. The certification will be on the basis of the scores acquired in online assignments and a proctored
examination.
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